
World Haflinger Breeding and Sports Federation meetings in 

Ebbs (A)  

Boost for international cooperation to promote Haflinger 

breeding and sports 

On 26 September 2014, representatives of almost all WHBSF bodies met in Ebbs to 

talk about a series of topics.  

The Audit Committee led the way and opened a long day of talks and meetings with 

a discussion of the Federation's financial business and the funding provided by the 

regional government of the Autonomous Province of Bolzano/Bozen-South Tyrol, a 

generous grant which endows the WHBSF with the means to fund its extensive scope 

of action.  

The Board of Directors then discussed this year's activities with a special focus on the 

WHBSF judges' training and PR activities.  

Judging skills: the key to harmonisation 

Since its foundation, the WHBSF has successfully established itself as a crucial 

representative of the interests of the breed, consolidating its position and weight in 

the international arena. The judges for the Haflinger breed have played a vital role in 

this process. Over the last few months however, a number of differences concerning 

theoretical and practical judging skills have become evident, some of which are quite 

significant. This disparity is partially due to the diverging numbers of horses to be 

found in the individual member countries, which explains why some judges have 

already acquired a great deal of practical experience while others are only very rarely 

called into action. By offering a host of training sessions at breeding events, 

especially during those held in areas supervised by the organisations in charge of the 

original stud books, the Federation aims to solve this issue over the course of the 

next year. Presenting a calendar detailing the international judges' sessions for 2015 

with dates scheduled all over Europe, the Federation announced its plans to continue 

its efforts to harmonise the breed by strengthening the judges' competences.  

Resolving controversies to focus on collaboration and promotion of the 

breed  

The agenda of the General Assembly also included the recent request presented by 

the Haflinger Breeders' Association Tyrol (HPT) to expand its geographic scope of 



operations to all 28 EU member states, a motion which had caused considerable 

concern after becoming known. While the two organisations in charge of the original 

stud books agree that the request is technically admissible according to current EU 

legislation, their positions and views in this matter differ strongly. To ensure that 

such requests do not damage the atmosphere of cohesion and mutual appreciation 

within the WHBSF, after lengthy debate a decision defining the approach for handling 

the necessary procedures in a clear way was taken: In the future, the Board of 

Directors will assess any request of the kind and deliver an opinion on whether it 

could put the balance within the WHBSF or the breeding activities of its member 

organisations at risk, after which it will issue a recommendation for the national 

authorities of the countries affected.  

Focus on members' interests  

The regulations for admission to the 2015 Haflinger World Show, which will be held 

from 04 to 07 June in Ebbs, were another main point on the agenda. Upon debating 

the schedule, procedures and specific dates, it was defined how many horses may be 

entered per country followed by a decision to involve the individual member 

countries in the process. 

The General Assembly voted yes to accept the application for membership submitted 

by the Canadian Haflinger Association.  

The Board of Directors then went on to present a brochure designed to add extra 

effect to the WHBSF's trade-fair presence, which is to be increased in the future.  

Regarding international matters, the members expressed the wish to further enhance 

the role of the WHBSF Secretary's Office to obtain a contact to refer to for answers 

to their questions and concerns. The Federation will look for a viable way to put this 

request into practice in order to strengthen the collaboration within the WHBSF and 

continue working towards harmonising Haflinger breeding. 

2015 highlights: large-scale breeding and sports events  

The General Assembly was followed by a presentation on the Haflinger World Show 

and the European Haflinger Championship (17 to 20 September 2015 in Vermezzo 

near Milan) at the Fohlenhof Ebbs stud farm. These two major events symbolise the 

WHBSF's key focus points: breeding and equestrian sports at the highest level. 


