
Founding session 

A new era for world-wide Haflinger breeding 
1 February saw the founding of the new World Haflinger Sports and Breeding Federation 

 

For over a year, the international cooperation in Haflinger breeding was a key topic 
for the representatives of Haflinger breeders' associations and especially for the 
officials of the federations in Italy and Austria. On several occasions the negotiations 
were on the brink of failure, and it is only thanks to the good preparatory efforts and 
the commitment of the federation officials that on 1 February a new umbrella 
organisation was successfully founded in Ebbs (A). The founding session was marked 
by an excellent atmosphere which suggests that a new chapter is about to be 
written in global Haflinger breeding: an era characterised by sincere collaboration. 
16 organisations have already joined the new Federation as regular members and 
four have signed up as associate members.  
 
It all began approximately a year ago, when after a change in the management of the Haflinger 
Breeders' Association Tyrol (Haflinger Pferdezuchtverband Tirol, Austria) the President of the 
World Haflinger Federation (Welt Haflinger Vereinigung) resigned and the leading breeders' 
organisations started voicing their wish for a whole new approach in international collaboration. 
Several organisations with herd books no longer agreed with the actions of the World Haflinger 
Federation and had already started to withdraw from it or begun working with the European 
Federation of Haflinger Horse Breeders. For decades, there had been virtually no dialogue 
between Tyrol (A) and South Tyrol (I), and improving cross-border collaboration was more 
necessary than ever. 

 
Breakthrough thanks to task group 

 
Soon it became clear that the process would not be as easy as initially assumed: The individual 
starting points and expectations were simply too different, especially in the case of the federations 
based in Tyrol (A) and South Tyrol (I) which differed above all on the question about the herd book 
from the country of origin. Only a task group of breeding experts, created during a World Haflinger 
Federation members' meeting in late September 2012, finally managed to set the right course. The 
task group was put in charge of defining the statutes for a new umbrella organisation and paving 
the way for its foundation on 1 February. And it was successful: In mid-January, the draft statutes 
were presented to the individual organisations and suggestions for amendments were collected. 

 
Difficulties solved with a great deal of vision and expertise 

 

The members of the task group shared the same views in many questions, e.g. about membership: 
They all agreed that only organisations with herd books could be regular members and that all 
other groups and associations should be integrated as associate members. Furthermore, there 
was a clear and strong awareness of their significance for the development of several different 
areas, especially sports. The question of the original herd books was slightly more difficult to solve 
and is possibly also the greatest compromise of the entire project.  

 
ANACRHAI and HPT are to be treated as equals 

 



From the very beginning, it was quite evident that a new umbrella organisation would only be 
feasible if Italy and Austria came to an agreement in the matter of which federation is to hold the 
original herd book. Italy claimed this right on the basis of the developments achieved by the 
historic first breeders' associations which started to form in South Tyrol in the late 19th century, 
and Austria on the other hand explained its claim with the considerable and independent progress 
in breeding initiated shortly after the end of WWI. This was the first key point at which the project 
was at risk of failure. However, a visionary compromise provided a very good solution: South Tyrol 
was determined as the historic home lands of the breed, while the National Association of 
Breeders of Italian Haflinger Horses (ANACRHAI/Associazione Nazionale Allevatori Cavalli di Razza 
Haflinger Italia) and the Haflinger Breeders' Association Tyrol (Haflinger Pferdezuchtverband Tirol, 
Austria) were officially defined as of equal status and importance. It was decided that a breeding 
commission, supervised permanently by South Tyrol in its quality as the breed's origin and with 
two representatives of each organisation which holds a herd-book in Tyrol and Italy, would in the 
future monitor the principles of Haflinger breeding, and that all decisions would have to me made 
unanimously. This compromise made for a sense of relief in many associations, as up until then 
each subordinate mare book had to define its own guidelines for breeding. Previously, the 
members of the European Federation of Haflinger Horse Breeders had been guided by the 
breeding rules defined by ANACRHAI, while the organisations within the World Haflinger 
Federation and many other European countries had followed the rules of the Haflinger Breeders' 
Association Tyrol. 

 
Clearly defined roles at last 

 
Although the primary aim in founding the World Haflinger Sports and Breeding Federation was of 
course to create a new international umbrella organisation for all breeding associations, in the end 
there was a multiple effect: Finally, the roles were defined in a way that is clear, transparent and 
accurate as far as history is concerned. The creation of an expert commission means that the 
responsibilities and authority regarding EU guidelines currently in force have now been 
unequivocally defined. The country of origin is now outlined in the statutes with clear wording and 
the location of the headquarters reflect what is historically owed. On the other hand, by choosing 
the Fohlenhof Ebbs stud farm as the official breeding centre, the Tyrolean achievements in terms 
of breeding and increasing the presence of Haflinger horses internationally too were duly 
honoured. In that sense, the success of the meeting was not limited to founding a new umbrella 
organisation: A lot of vital issues were also finally clarified.  

 
A worthy founding session 

 
Preparing the meeting was no easy task for all parties involved, and many a setback had to be 
overcome ahead of the date. Therefore it was all the more satisfying to experience such an 
overwhelming willingness to start afresh at the founding session. Almost all decisions were made 
unanimously and the election results were marked by strong majorities - the atmosphere could 
not have been better. In this positive spirit, spontaneous suggestions such as including the term 
sports in the name were only discussed briefly and efficiently and then accepted by all parties. The 
course set with the new statutes is already a very good one. Now it is time to apply the newly 
defined principles and start shaping the future of the Haflinger breed.  

 

 

The elected bodies at a glance: 
President    Lukas Scheiber (Austria)  



Vice-President  Norbert Rier (Italy) 
Deputy Vice-President Jennifer Rousseau (USA) 

 
Board of Directors 
Konrad Grünberger (Italy) 
Walter Werni (Austria) 
Hans Schiller (Germany) 
Norb Schumacher (Luxembourg) 
Mathieu Ringler (France) 
Wolfgang Kreikenbohm (Germany) 

 
Monitoring committee 
Edy Biot (Luxembourg) 
Stane Bergant (Slovenia) 
Jaroslav Drazan (Czech Republic) 

 
Secretary 
Michael Gruber (Italy) 

 
Headquarters and administrative office 
Department of Agriculture, Autonomous Province of Bolzano/Bozen - South Tyrol, Via Brennero 6, 39100 
Bolzano, Italy  

 
Breeding Centre 
Fohlenhof Ebbs, Schlossallee 31, 6341 Ebbs, Austria 

 


